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A GCFA Ministry | Un Ministerio de GCFA

¡Nuestro Ministerio es apoyar SU Ministerio!
Our Ministry is to support YOUR Ministry!

Comunicaciones
Communications

Recursos Humanos 
Human Resources

Servicios Legales  
Legal Services

Servicios
Tecnológicos   
Technology Services

Planificación de 
viajes y reuniones    
Travel and Meeting Planning 

Sitios Web, Diseño Gráfico, Branding, Estrategia, & ¡Más!
Websites, Graphic Design, Branding, Strategy, & More!

Reclutamiento, Apoyo General, Evaluación de Cumplimiento,  Capacitación
Recruiting, General Support, Compliance Assessment, Training

Consultoría de Derechos de Autor y Recursos Legales Gratuitos
Copyright Consulting and Free legal resources

Servicio de Asistencia, Venta y Descuentos de Equipos y Software, 
Teléfonos de Internet, Copias de Seguridad y Recuperación, Seguridad de 
Correo Electrónico, Hosting, Servicios Audiovisuales, & Más!
Help Desk, Equipment and Software Sales and Discounts, Internet Phones, Backup and Recovery, Email Security, 
Hosting, Audio-Visual Services, & More!

Planificación integral de reuniones, registro en línea, consultoría de 
salud de eventos
Comprehensive Meeting Planning, Online Registration, Event Health Consulting

Además de estos servicios, ¡tenemos muchos recursos gratuitos!
In addition to these services, we have many free resources!

Póngase en contacto con GCFA hoy en el 866-367-4232 o visite
www.UMCSupport.org.

Contact GCFA today at 866-367-4232 or visit www.UMCSupport.org

Entonces, ¿CÓMO PODEMOS AYUDAR A SU MINISTERIO?
So, HOW CAN WE HELP YOUR MINISTRY?
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10 de agosto 2023

Miembros y Amig@s de MARCHA,

Querid@s amig@s,

¡Que la paz de Dios esté contigo y tu ministerio! En nombre de MARCHA (Metodistas 
Asociad@s Representando la Causa Hispana/Latina Americana), te damos la bienvenida a 
nuestro encuentro No. 51 en San Antonio, TX.  El grupo local y MARCHA han estado trabajado 
arduamente para recibirles.

El tema de nuestra reunión este año es “Somos MARCHA, Somos Metodistas, Somos: 
Celebrando nuestra Identidad en Medio de la Diversidad”. La primera plenaria comenzará el 
jueves 10 de agosto a las 2:00 p.m. seguido del servicio de apertura a las 7:00 p.m. La reunión 
concluirá el 12 de agosto a las 12:00 p.m. El hotel donde nos hospedaremos es el Fairfield San 
Antonio Downtown Market Square ubicado en 620 S. Santa Rosa Ave. San Antonio, TX 78204.

Dada la incertidumbre de los tiempos que vivimos y los problemas críticos que enfrentan las 
comunidades hispanas/latinas en nuestra denominación, esperamos celebrar quiénes somos y 
dialogar con líderes claves de nuestra iglesia, mientras nos preparamos para nuestra 
Conferencia General de 2024. Su presencia y participación agregarían una perspectiva única a 
nuestro diálogo.

MARCHA no puede dejar de celebrar quiénes somos y la alegría de encontrarnos para 
fraternizar y compartir.  En nuestro banquete anual, vamos a otorgar los Premios MARCHA a 
Alma Pérez, Rev. Dr. Joel Hortiales y UMNews.  Ademas celebraremos los 150 años del 
metodismo mexicano/mexico-americano y los 20 años de aniversario de HYLA (Hispanic Youth 
Leadership Academy)

Les invito a que oremos por nuestra reunión.  Oremos por nuestra iglesia y nuestro pueblo en 
estos tiempos de incertidumbre.  Oremos y siempre recordemos, que en dondequiera que 
estemos sirviendo, siempre abogaremos por nuestro pueblo y seremos MARCHA.

TOD@S SOMOS MARCHA,

Rev. Lyssette Pérez
President of MARCHA
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August 10, 2023

Members and Friends of MARCHA,

Dear friends,

May the peace of God be with you and your ministry! On behalf of MARCHA (Methodists Associated 
Representing the Cause of Hispanic/Latino American), we welcome you to our 51st gathering in San 
Antonio, TX. The local group and MARCHA have been working hard to welcome you.

The theme of our meeting this year is “Somos MARCHA, Somos Metodistas, Somos: Let’s Celebrate 
our 
Identidad in the Midst of Diversidad.” The first plenary will begin on Thursday, August 10th at 2:00 
p.m. 
followed by the opening service at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will conclude on August 12th at 12:00 p.m. 
The hotel where we will stay is the Fairfield San Antonio Downtown Market Square located at 620 S. 
Santa Rosa Ave. San Antonio, TX 78204.

Given the uncertain times we live in and the critical issues facing Hispanic/Latino communities in our 
denomination, we look forward to celebrating who we are and engaging with key leaders in our 
church as we prepare for our 2024 General Conference. Your presence and participation would add 
a unique perspective to our dialogue.

MARCHA cannot stop celebrating who we are and the joy of meeting to fraternize and share. At our 
annual banquet, we will present the MARCHA Awards to Alma Pérez, Rev. Dr. Joel Hortiales and 
UMNews. We will also celebrate the 150th anniversary of Mexican/Mexican-American Methodism 
and the 20th anniversary of HYLA (Hispanic Youth Leadership Academy).

I invite you to pray for our meeting. Also, let’s pray for our church and our people in these uncertain 
times. Let us pray and always remember, that wherever we are serving, we will always advocate for 
our people and we will be MARCHA.

TOD@S SOMOS MARCHA,

Rev. Lyssette Pérez
President of MARCHA
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MARCHA AWARDS Recipients

Alma Pérez Rev. Dr. Joel Hortiales

UM News
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“Petition 20595. Petition Number: 20595-GM-NonDis-G; Pérez, Lyssette - Egg Harbor Township, NJ, 
USA for MARCHA.

Holistic Strategy on Latin America and Caribbean Special Program 
2024-2028

Holistic Strategy on Latin America and the Caribbean Special Program 2024-2028.

MARCHA (Methodist Associated Representing the Cause of Hispanic Americans) petitions the 2020 
General Conference to continue the Holistic Strategy on Latin American and the Caribbean Special 
Program into the quadrennium 2024-2028 as outlined in the 2016 Book of Discipline, ¶ 703.10.

The Holistic Strategy on Latin American and the Caribbean Special Program will be coordinated by 
Global Ministries, in collaboration with several agencies, with funding provided through the partici-
pating agencies through their budgets. Its coordinating group will meet annually face-to-face or via 
phone/web and be staffed by Global Ministries. The coordinating group will require participation of all 
general 
agencies, the National Plan Hispanic/Latino Ministries, the Council of Bishops, MARCHA, and 
representatives from Latin America and the Caribbean, selected by the Council of Evangelical 
Methodist Churches of Latin America and the Caribbean (CIEMAL).
General agencies and the Council of Bishops representatives will be covered by the council and r
espective agencies.

Missional Opportunities
Countries in Latin America and the Caribbean continue to experience drastic sociological, political, 
environmental, and economic changes. These changes affect the ministry of the autonomous Method-
ist churches and the way they relate in mission with general agencies and congregations of The UMC 
that developed a strong partnership with them in a variety of ministries. The constant migration of 
persons both into the U.S. and back to Latin America and the Caribbean calls for a closer connection 
to serve the needs of people who are forced to leave their places of origin and move both North and 
South through the Americas. A significant number of clergy and lay leaders of The UMC came from 
Methodist churches in Latin American and the Caribbean and maintain mission contacts with them. 
These 
relationships created opportunities to share resources and expertise from the churches in the region 
with the ministry of The UMC among the Hispanic/Latino community and vice versa.

In this context, Methodist churches in twenty countries, the Methodist Church in the Caribbean and 
the Americas (MCCA), and the United Methodist Mission in Honduras, knit together in mission through 
CIEMAL, continue to reach out through new initiatives in evangelization. Many communities experi-
ence significant church growth with renewed commitment to their Wesleyan heritage of witness with 
and on behalf of the poor and the oppressed. Furthermore, the different crises in Latin America and  
the” Caribbean require the prophetic presence of the church helping the people to keep the
faith and to seek fair solutions for all. The churches in the region, within their limited resources, are 
responding to the more immediate needs and continue to advocate for justice and preservation of 
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human rights. The deep and complex relationships between the United States and countries in Latin 
America and the Caribbean demand a closer working relationship between our churches to amplify 
our prophetic witness.

There is a long list of official indicators provided by international and governmental organizations of 
the need for attention and assistance. The increase of chronic poverty across the region, the per-
sistence of child labor, the political and economic instability, the discrimination and violence against 
Afro-Latin, Afro-Caribbean,
and indigenous populations, the pervasiveness of sexual and gender-based violence against women, 
children, and gender diverse individuals, the devastating effects of climate change are sufficient to 
show that the Caribbean and Latin America needs urgent attention. The changing economic and polit-
ical contexts increase the demand for social assistance from the churches in the region. Sadly, many 
churches are facing financial crises themselves due to the impoverishment of their membership.

The Call
There is an urgent need for a continued coordinated strategy within The UMC in collaboration with 
CIEMAL, the MCCA, and Methodist churches and ecumenical organizations in Latin America and the 
Caribbean. The beginning implementation of the Holistic Strategy on Latin America and the Caribbe-
an in 2008 provided a fruitful dialogue that addressed the increased needs of the region in significant 
ways.

We call upon Global Ministries to continue the implementation of the Holistic Strategy on Latin Amer-
ica and the Caribbean in partnership with CIEMAL, and to continue empowering the churches in the 
region to engage missionally with marginalized populations. We call upon UMCOR to continue provid-
ing support for disaster response, sustainable development, and migration ministries in the region.

We call upon Global Ministries, Discipleship Ministries and the General Board of Higher Education 
and Ministries to undergird the ministries of the relatively new Methodist churches in Colombia, El 
Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, and Venezuela. We ask these agencies in collaboration with the 
Council of Bishops to organize
opportunities for annual conferences and local churches doing work in the region to share experienc-
es and coordinate strategies for increased effectiveness and level of support.

We call upon the General Board of Church and Society to advocate in the U.S. Congress for fair poli-
cies toward the Latin American and Caribbean countries in -nancial or political crisis without compro-
mising their sovereignty or undermining their responsibility to provide for the needy in their midst. We 
call upon United Methodist Communications (UMCom) to continue providing coverage to the news 
coming out of church sources in the Caribbean and in Latin America and to help in the mission educa-
tion of United Methodists by informing them of the mission realities in the region. 

We call upon United Women in Faith to continue its vital ministries in support of women and children 
in Latin America and the Caribbean, and its mission education programs for the whole church. We call 
upon the Connectional Table to request that the Holistic Strategy for Latin America and the Caribbean 
Coordinating Group present a quadrennial report for submission to General Conference.
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We call upon annual conferences and individual United Methodists to pray for and support the devel-
opment of church programs in Latin America and the Caribbean region by contributing to the perma-
nent fund Encounter with Christ in Latin America and the Caribbean (GBGM Fund 025100), to the Ad-
vance, and joining Volunteers in Mission teams or other mission teams in the region. These forms of 
collaboration need to beincreased and new ones established in response to the needs of the region.

Rationale: Renewing this Holistic Strategy is essential for a continued and enhanced partnership 
between The UMC and the churches in Latin America and the Caribbean, the strengthening of the 
collaboration, coordination, and the mutual sharing of resources among the churches involved. The 
primary general program-related agency (see BOD, p. 



18

Lift the US Embargo of Cuba
2016 Book of Resolutions, #6060

Whereas, The United Methodist Church and the Methodist Church of Cuba share a long history
of joint ministry and service and a common mission; and

Whereas, we, United Methodists, joined the international community in celebrating the dialogue
and negotiation process between Cuba and the United States that led to a momentary
reestablishment of diplomatic relations between the two countries and the reopening of the
Cuban Embassy in Washington, DC in July, 2015, and the reopening of the US Embassy in La
Habana in August, 2015; and,

Whereas, The United Methodist Church has spoken through Resolutions approved by the 2004,
2008, 2012 and 2016 General Conferences stating that “from its Christian and humanitarian
perspective, inspired by the love of God and historic Methodist commitment to peace and social
justice, … hereby petitions the President and the Congress of the United States to lift its
economic embargo against Cuba and any other regulations, practices or measures enforcing
the embargo law” (p. 770, Resolution #6059, 2012 Book of Resolutions); and,

Whereas, the economic embargo has for over six decades created unnecessary
suffering and many hardships on the people of Cuba while preventing US citizens from traveling
freely to Cuba in the exercise of their constitutional rights and curtailing the ability of churches to
provide missional support freely to its sisters and brothers on the island; and

Whereas, the listing of Cuba as a state sponsor of terrorism since 2017, amplified with an
additional 245 sanctions, initiated by President Trump and enforced under President Biden,
amidst a global pandemic, has intensified the economic strain and hardships suffered by our
siblings on the island; and

Whereas, the long-standing embargo has provided the Cuban government with a ready-made
argument of external aggression to justify its lack of respect for the human and civil rights of
dissidents at home; and

Whereas, In 2016, President Barack Obama called the prison at Guantánamo Bay “a stain on
our broader record” and argued it should be closed. Furthermore, in 2023 United Nation experts
on the promotion and protection of human rights continue to report on the catastrophic violations of 
human rights that continue recounting that they witnessed prisoners facing “ongoing cruel,
inhuman, and degrading treatment”.

Whereas, the General Assembly of the United Nations has voted almost unanimously for over 30 
years to condemn the US Economic Embargo of Cuba; and

Whereas, many religious organizations and churches, like the World Council of Churches, the
Council of Evangelical Methodist Churches of Latin America and the Caribbean (CIEMAL), the
Caribbean Council of Churches, the United Church of Christ, the Presbyterian Church, the
American Baptist churches, and most recently by Pope Francis himself, among others, have made 
declarations and have spoken asking for the end of the embargo against Cuba; 
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Whereas, the 11th Assembly of the World Council of Churches held September 2022 in
Karlsruhe, Germany, passed a resolution in which it “Urges support for the churches and
peoples of Syria, Cuba, Venezuela and Zimbabwe in the midst of oppression due to
international sanctions that affect these populations’ human rights and dignity. Churches have
been crucial agents working for better relationships despite the limitations and barriers caused
by sanctions. We call for the removal of Cuba from the list of countries that sponsor terrorism
and to accompany the churches as prophetic voices of peace, hope, cooperation and mutual
respect.”; and[1]

Whereas, the conditions created by the Embargo have generated the conditions that have
inspired thousands of Cubans to leave the island in search of a better future thus exposing
themselves to being victims of gangs and unfriendly governments in the region, and in some
cases, being killed for the little possessions they have; US foreign policy is encouraging
migration and is a critical contributing factor in the current increase in migration to the United
States; and

Whereas, the United Methodist Church, as part of a global faith community, is committed to
standing with the oppressed, advocating for justice, and promoting peace and
self-determination;

Therefore, be it resolved, that The United Methodist Church in
obedience to the world of God to: “Speak out for those who cannot speak, for the rights of all the
destitute.” [To] “ speak out, judge righteously, defend the rights of the poor and needy.”
(Proverbs 31:8-10); thus we call on the President of the United to remove Cuba from the list of
State Sponsors of Terrorism; remove the 245 additional sanctions and return Guantanamo to
our Cuban siblings and reestablish diplomatic relations between the two countries and the partial 
easing of travel restrictions; and,

Be it further resolved, that the United Methodist Church re-affirms its commitment to engage in
active solidarity with our Cuban siblings and through the General Board of Church and Society
(GBCS), will continue to advocate for justice, peace, and self-determination for all people, and
particularly for the people of Cuba.

Be it further resolved, that The United Methodist Church requests
the US Congress, through written correspondence by the President of the Council of Bishops
and the General Secretary of the General Board of Church and Society to officially lift the
economic embargo against Cuba, which as noted above, has been asked for many years by a
great number of religious organizations and the United Nations.,

Be it further resolved, that the General Board of Church and Society partner with the General
Board of Global Ministries, the Methodist Associated to Represent the Cause of Hispanic
Americans (MARCHA), IFCO-Pastors for Peace, and other affinity organizations in order to
more effectively advocate for an end to the embargo, and for Cuba’s self-determination.

Be it finally resolved, that The United Methodist Church calls on all United Methodists around
the world and for all people of faith, to join in prayer, reflection, and action calling for justice and
peace for our Cuban siblings, and to work together to end of the blockade against Cuba; thus
fostering a more equitable world.

See Social Principles, ¶ 165A, D.
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Political Status of Puerto Rico (BOR #6057, pag. 572)

The United States Congress, other entities of the United States government, and
different groups in Puerto Rico have long been studying the relationship between the
United States and Puerto Rico. This topic is a hot and divisive issue in Puerto Rico with
many diverse and strong opposing views. The Church enters into this discussion
because of its mandate to be a prophetic voice that intends to assist in finding ways that
are in accordance with the values of the reign of God. There are certain principles that
need to be emphasized:

1. We believe that all human beings are God’s creatures and therefore of equal
value and dignity.

2. We recognize that the church must take into consideration the following historical
facts as it develops its theological thinking regarding the political status of Puerto
Rico:

a. Puerto Rico officially came to be subject to the United States of America as
result of the Treaty of Paris on December 10, 1898, through which Spain
surrendered its colonies to the United States. At that point Puerto Rico began to
be governed by United States military authorities.

b. The Foraker Act approved by the US Congress in 1900 put an end to the US
military government of Puerto Rico. The President of the United States appointed
a governor of Puerto Rico and the administration of the island came to be under
the US Department of the Interior.

c. In 1917 the Jones Act was approved by the United States granting United
States citizenship to all Puerto Ricans.

d. In 1947 the United States Congress approved a law allowing the people of
Puerto Rico to elect their own governor.

e. The United States authorities have persecuted and acted against the Puerto
Rico pro independence movements all along. There was even a period when it
was forbidden to raise the Puerto Rican flag or to display the shield of arms that
served as an emblem of Puerto Rico or to speak of advocating for the
independence of Puerto Rico.

f. People of Puerto Rico, as permitted by the appropriate United States
authorities, approved in 1952 the constitution of the “Commonwealth of Puerto
Rico” known in Spanish as “Estado Libre Asociado de Puerto Rico.” The
relationship is described as a pact. The people of Puerto Rico continue to be
subjugated to the authorities of the United States of America. 

The present economic crisis in Puerto Rico has served to highlight how problematic is
the territorial or colonial condition of Puerto Rico in subordination to the United States of
America. In 2016, Congress passed the Puerto Rico Oversight, Management, and
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Economic Stability Act (PROMESA), which created the Puerto Rico Financial Oversight
and Management Board to restructure the Commonwealth’s burden, another proof of the colonial 
condition. The Oversight Board is an independent entity within the Puerto Rico
Government, not an agency, department, establishment, or instrumentality of the federal
government: and either the Governor nor the Legislature, elected authorities, may exercise
any control, supervision, oversight, or review over the Oversight Board or its activities. 

The present status of Puerto Rico as a non-incorporated territory of the United States,
with a clear subordination to the United States, moves us to take the following position
from a moral and ethical perspective according to the traditions and teachings of our
Church:

1. We firmly believe in self-determination for all peoples. Clearly Puerto Rico is a
country with its own idiosyncrasy, cultural expressions, and that treasures its
Spanish language which has survived under the remnants of a colonial system.

2. We believe that Puerto Rico’s political problem is not just a problem for Puerto
Ricans; but also a problem for the people of the United States of America, and
therefore, the United States should act to facilitate a real self-determination
process that is in agreement with criteria accepted by the international
community. The active participation of different social and political entities in the
United States is needed to solve the problem. 

Therefore, we call upon the churches to be educated about the political situation of
Puerto Rico without promoting a particular political partisan perspective. We affirm that
truth will set us free. We affirm that God has created us equal and with the same dignity.
The subordination of a people by another people is contrary to our Church’s teachings.
As a Church we confess that for too long we have kept ourselves uninvolved in this and
other important issues for the sake of avoiding conflicts and divisions. Now we
recognize that this is contrary to the prophetic tradition of our faith.
 
We call upon the authorities of the United States government to foster a true process of
self-determination for the people of Puerto Rico in which the United States Congress
participates in working out alternatives and definitions that achieve a non territorial
formula. The United States government should clearly define which are the vested rights of Puerto 
Ricans as United States citizens that will not change regardless of the
political formula selected to solve the territorial problem.

We also call upon the United States government to drop pending charges against persons
related to their struggle for the independence of Puerto Rico. It is important for the
United States to show that the era of persecution has come to an end and that we are at
the beginning of a new journey where there will be space for dialogue with all the
groups representing different ideologies.

ADOPTED 2008
REVISED AND READOPTED 2012
AMENDED AND READOPTED 2016
RESOLUTION #6057, 2012 BOOK OF RESOLUTIONS
RESOLUTION #6047, 2008 BOOK OF RESOLUTIONS
See Social Principles, ¶ 165A, B, D.
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# 3284. Faithfulness in Response to Critical 
Needs
____________________________________________________________

We express our utmost concern for the passage of anti-immigrant laws, which adversely
affect the well-being of citizens and residents of this country as they engage in providing
humanitarian aid to undocumented persons in several States.

The United Methodist Church is an open door church, where every person is invited to
come in, get closer to God, and become a part of a community of faith. That community is totally
committed to attaining the good for all people through social and spiritual transformation. Any
policies and laws attempting to limit or restrain the church’s work of responding to the needs of
others is contrary to its most fundamental beliefs as stated in the Gospel: “For God so loved the
world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him [regardless of color of
skin or legal immigrant status] will have eternal life” (John 3:16). Similarly, the parable of the
good Samaritan invites us, as Christians, to do good to all people irrespective of their place of
origin. 293 CALLED TO BE NEIGHBORS AND WITNESSES 3291.

We want to issue a call to The United Methodist Church and all other members of the
Christian community to renew their commitment and strengthen their resolve to be faithful to
respond to the needs of others, particularly as we face laws, whose primary intent is to
discourage Christians from fulfilling their mission: to love and help the neighbor. We remember
when the apostles were faced by similar circumstances after the authorities wanted to impede
the fulfillment of their mission, they firmly declared in Acts 5:29: “We must obey God rather
humans!” hence the Christian mandate to engage in civil disobedience when laws and policies
deem to be unjust.

We urge the General Conference of The United Methodist Church to request the US
federal government to ensure the protection of the freedom of religion in the United States by
stopping the promulgation of laws that penalize church members for helping immigrants in need;
actions that aside from being congruent with Christian faith, are vivid examples of God’s love for
every person.

At the same time, we ask the various governmental entities in every community to
respect, at all times, places of worship as well as all religious activities within and outside our
sanctuaries or other church property. We bid the United States government to give due
legislative recognition to the legal right of every human being to exercise his or her faith without
the fear of persecution, particularly while coming together to give public expression of their faith.

ADOPTED 2012
RESOLUTION #3284, 2012 BOOK OF RESOLUTIONS
See Social Principles, ¶ 162H
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“R9999. Petition Number: 20588-IC-R9999-G; Pérez, Lyssette - Egg Harbor Township, NJ, USA for 
MARCHA.

Encounter with Christ in Latin America and the Caribbean

Action Desired: Create a new resolution

WHEREAS, The United Methodist Church has a very clear historical and programmatic connection 
with the establishment and growth of the autonomous Methodist churches in Latin America and a 
supporting partnership with the MCCA, and

WHEREAS, several annual conferences and many local churches of The UMC have established 
a special relationship with some Methodist churches in Latin America and the Caribbean and send 
yearly several Medical Brigades and work teams to support the ministries of Methodist churches in 
the region, and

WHEREAS, the Encounter with Christ permanent fund (025100) administered by the General Board 
of Global Ministries is a primary source of nancial support for our mission partnership, with interest 
monies of over one million dollars having already supported around 126 joint mission projects in 
Methodist and United Churches in 27 countries and 4 regional entities, and

WHEREAS, a unique dimension of Encounter involves a process of shared decision making 
regarding the utilization of interest monies on behalf of mission among the leadership of CIEMAL 
(Council of Evangelical Methodist Churches in Latin America and the Caribbean) and MCCA 
(Methodist Church in the Caribbean and the Americas) and the General Board of Global Ministries, 
and,

WHEREAS, the process of globalization and immigration has brought us evermore closer together 
with Independent Commissions 905 sister and brother Methodists of Latin America and the 
Caribbean, and,

WHEREAS, MARCHA, along with a host of other United Methodists has supported the development 
of the Encounter permanent fund 025100 and the Encounter Advance Special 14729A from the be-
ginning of the mission effort; Therefore, be it resolved, that the General Conference celebrate the 
achievement of reaching the amount of 2.3 million dollars in the Encounter Permanent Fund and call 
upon annual conferences, local churches, and individuals to renew and increase their commitment to 
Encounter as a primary means of expressing our solidarity together in mission and ministry with Latin 
America and the Caribbean.”
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Resolution for a Better Church: Strengthening the 
Work of Cross Racial / Cross Cultural Ministry 
(New Resolution)
____________________________________________________________
WHEREAS, from its birth, the Christian movement was multiethnic and multilingual and whereas
Jesus gave his disciples the great commission to make disciples of all ethnic groups (Matthew
28:19-20);

WHEREAS, according to the 2020 Census, the White alone population in the US decreased by
8.6% and is now 57.8% of the total population (from 63.7% in 2010), and whereas, the White
population is declining as Hispanic, Asian and black populations grow;1

WHEREAS, according to the 2020 Census, the Hispanic or Latino population, which includes
people of any race, was 62.1 million making it the second-largest racial or ethnic group, and is
now the 18.7% of the total population, which constitutes a growth of 23% since 2010,2 and
whereas, the presence of the Hispanic or Latino population spanned the entire continental
United States, with large numbers of counties in every region;3

WHEREAS, as of the 2020 Census, the Black or African American alone non-Hispanic
population was the third-largest group at 12.1% of the population;

WHEREAS, the multiracial non-Hispanic population increased by 276% between the 2010 and
the 2020 Census, and is now 33.8 million (compared to 9 million in 2010), and whereas this
group was the second-most prevalent group in many counties throughout the northern part of
the country as well as Alaska and Hawaii;

WHEREAS, from 2000 to 2018, 109 counties in 22 states went from majority White to majority
non-White – that is, counties where non-Hispanic Whites are no longer the majority, and
whereas these counties represent 77% of the nation’s 3,142 counties and include 99% of the
U.S. population);

WHEREAS, in 2018 293 U.S. counties were majority non-white (of 3,142 counties), and
whereas, in 21 of the 25 biggest U.S. counties by population, non-White groups make up more
than half of residents, and whereas eight of these counties were majority White in 2000 but are
no longer;4

WHEREAS, In 1998, 6% of congregations of all faiths in the U.S. could be described as
multiracial and in 2019 16% of US congregations met that definition, and whereas in that time
frame, mainline Protestant multiracial congregations rose from 1% to 11%, their Catholic counterparts 
rose from 17% to 24%, and evangelical Protestant multiracial congregations rose
from 7% to 23%;5

WHEREAS, in 2019 70% of multiethnic churches were lead by White pastors (down from 74%
in 2012, and down from 87% in 1998), while 4% were led by Asian (up from 3% in 1998), and
7% were lead by Hispanics (up from 3% in 1998), and 18% were lead by Black pastors (up from
4% in 1998);6
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WHEREAS, the percentage of multiracial congregations in the United States nearly doubled
from 1998 to 2012, with about one in five American congregants attending a place of worship that is 
racially mixed;7

WHEREAS, nearly 14% of the U.S. population was born in another country, numbering more
than 44 million people in 2017;8

WHEREAS, assuming current immigration trends continue, immigrants and their descendants
are projected to account for 88% of U.S. population growth through 2065.9
WHEREAS, new statistics project that the United States will become “minority White” in 2045,10
and whereas, on the first day of 2020, Whites under age 18 were already in the minority in the
country.11

WHEREAS, leading a congregation that is of a different ethnicity, race or culture than the
ethnicity, race or culture of the pastor requires specific skills and best practices, and whereas a
local church receiving a pastor of a ethnicity, race or culture different than the majority ethnicity,
race or culture of the local church requires the church leaders to have certain skills, and to learn
best practices that foster good communication, planning and conflict resolution;

WHEREAS, in the United Methodist Church district superintendents are responsible for making
appointments under the leadership of the bishop and the conference board of ordained ministry
is responsible for examining, licensing, commissioning and recommending candidates for
ordination, and the district committee of ordained ministry is responsible for examining and
certifying candidates for licensing, commissioning and ordination;

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED that annual conferences across the connection work
intentionally with the General Commission on Religion and Race and their local conference
CORR to set up the following:

1. Each district DCOM will:
a. Participate in yearly trainings on intercultural awareness about the cultures of its
members,
b. Engage in demographic studies through Mission Insight or other demographic analysis
tools that will inform them about the cultures and ethnicities of their neighbors in the
district,
c. Learn best practices to improve cross cultural communication,
d. Increase their awareness of the cultural idiosyncrasies within their districts and local
communities.

2. The cabinet in each annual conference will participate yearly in a cultural competency
self-awareness test and training, to equip them to improve their cross-cultural
communication skills. Conferences will solicit the support of the six ethnic minority plans to
help with tools of assessment, analysis and strategic planning to help respond to the
growing and changing demographics of their annual conference.

3. The conference office of Connectional Ministries in collaboration with the conference
committee on CORR or its equivalent, will work with the General Commission on Religion
and Race and the ethnic plans to design materials and a process to:

a. Train the local church that is receiving a pastor of other ethnicity, race and culture;
b. Train the local church council/board and SPRC on best practices to improve cross
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cultural communication and conflict resolution.
c. Resource the local pastor being appointed to a church with a majority culture, race or
ethnicity different than their own with curriculum, sermon series, and best practices to
help them in their new appointment.

MARCHA
Metodistas Asociados Representando la Causa de los Hispanos Americanos
Methodists Associated Representing the Cause of Hispanic Americans

1 https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2016/03/31/10-demographic-trends-that-are-shaping-the-
u-s-and-the-world/ 

2 https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/improved-race-ethnicity-measures-reveal-unit-
ed-states-population-much-mo
re-multiracial.html

3 https://www.census.gov/library/stories/2021/08/2020-united-states-population-more-racial-
ly-ethnically-diverse-than-2010.ht
ml

4 https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/08/21/u-s-counties-majority-nonwhite/

5 https://religionnews.com/2020/01/20/multiracial-churches-growing-but-challenging-for-clergy-of-col-
or/
 
6 https://multiethnic.church/released-new-2020-statistics-on-multiracial-churches/ 

7 https://news.web.baylor.edu/news/story/2018/multiracial-congregations-have-nearly-dou-
bled-they-still-lag-behind-makeup 

8 https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2019/01/30/immigrant-share-in-u-s-nears-record-high-but-
remains-below-that-of-
many-other-countries/#:~:text=Nearly%2014%25%20of%20the%20U.S.,Census%20Bureau’s%20
American%20Community%20S urvey.

9 https://www.pewresearch.org/short-reads/2020/08/20/key-findings-about-u-s-immigrants/;
https://www.pewresearch.org/hispanic/2015/09/28/modern-immigration-wave-brings-59-million-to-u-s-
driving-population-gro  wth-and-change-through-2065/

10 https://www.brookings.edu/articles/the-us-will-become-minority-white-in-2045-census-projects/ 
11https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/3-ways-that-the-u-s-population-will-change-over-the-next-de-
cade
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6072. United States-Mexico Border

The United States-Mexico border is a 2,000-mile-long area where negative socioeconomic dynamics 
within two interactive cultures have had an impact on the quality of life of adjoining populations. This 
adverse situation has been exacerbated by domestic and international policies espoused by the US 
and Mexican governments.

The border region is characterized by:
• drastic economic disparity between segments of the population;
• constant deterioration of the health conditions, particularly those affecting the
poor;
• high incidence of crime, drug trafficking, and human trafficking for the
exploitation of children and adults;
•  high rates of unemployment and underemployment; and
•  increased militarization of the border that further alienates the US and Mexico separating families  

and leading to the tragic deaths of people.

Confronted by this human suffering along the United StatesMexico border region, we recognize that 
the vision of “a new heaven and a new earth” (Revelation 21) will be only an illusion as long as “one 
of the least of these” (Matthew 25) continues to suffer.

We are particularly concerned about the following conditions:
1. Environmental:
a. the constant indiscriminate use of pesticides in the growing and harvesting of agricultural products, 
a problem on both sides of the border; and the export of banned or restricted pesticides across the 
border;
b. water contamination caused by corporations dumping industrial toxic waste and the flushing of poi-
sonous compounds into the Rio Grande, the Colorado, and other rivers; and
c. growing air pollution on both sides of the border.

2. Health:
a. a high rate of birth defects and other health problems among industrial workers, many of whom 
have neither been given proper equipment nor been informed of the hazards of the toxic materials 
they have been exposed to;
b. the high incidence of dysentery, tuberculosis, and hepatitis especially among children in the Colo-
nias (rural unincorporated areas), caused by lack of adequate water treatment facilities and a lack of 
food and fresh water;
c. the growing number of unsafe, crowded barracks and shanty towns without sanitation and other 
basic facilities due to a lack of adequate, affordable housing for workers; and
d. the lack of access to health, education, and welfare services, already overburdened by the volume 
of need, perpetuating the cycle of poverty and dehumanization.

3. Economic:
a. wages kept low by repressing workers’ bargaining rights, which keeps the border region below 
the average of Mexican industrial wage levels, despite the fact that the Maquiladoras are the second 
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largest producers of export income (after oil), and the largest source of income for the Mexican border 
region;
b. the lack of long-range economic and industrial development strategies, making both the United 
States. and the Mexican economies more dependent on quick economic fixes such as Maquiladoras, 
quick cash crops, tourism, and services that can help temporarily and superficially, but ignore the 
needs of most of the present and future generations;
c. the trade agreements (such as the North American Free Trade Agreement), which worsen existing 
economic dependencies and foster the exploitation of human and natural resources; and
d. the region’s low level of educational attainment, high incidence of illiteracy, the high dropout rate, 
and the availability and influx of drugs, which have a greater impact on the low-income population 
along the border.

4. Civil and Human Rights:
a. heightened anxieties of Americans who perceive immigrants as unwelcomed foreigners who threat-
en US social, political, and economic security;
b. strategies devised by US governmental agencies and groups to harass, intimidate, and repress 
legal and foreign entrants into the US territory; and
c. the poor administration of justice; the cultural insensitivity of border patrol agents; the high inci-
dence of illegal use of force; and the constant violation of the civil and human rights of those detained 
or deported. These situations create an atmosphere of tension and distrust that adds to the polariza-
tion between Mexicans and US residents and transients.

These detrimental conditions affect the constant influx of thousands of refugees and undocumented 
persons coming to the United States seeking safe haven or better economic conditions. Also, these 
situations create pain and suffering among millions of children, women, and men residing on both 
sides of the border. The impact of these dynamics reaches well into the interiors of both countries. As 
Christians and United Methodists, we express our sorrow and indignation about this human suffering 
and accept the responsibility to use our resources toward the elimination of the root causes creating 
this tragic human problem. We are urged by God through Christ to love our neighbor and to do what 
we must to bring healing in the midst of pain, and to restore to wholeness those whose lives are shat-
tered by injustice and oppression.

Therefore, we recommend and urge the Mexican and US governments to:
• develop national and international policies that bring more economic parity between the two coun-

tries, as an integral part of any trade agreement;
• develop binational and multilateral agreements that improve the quality of life; safeguard water 

rights; and prevent the contamination of air, water, and land of both sides of the border;
• develop binding and enforceable mechanisms with respect to: labor and human rights; agriculture, 

including farm workers; environmental standards; and health and safety standards for both nations 
and in any agreements to which they are a party;

• develop and support national and international policies, such as the UN Convention on the Protec-
tion of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families, that facilitate the migration 
and immigration of peoples across the border while respecting their rights and aspirations; and

• find alternative and creative ways to reduce the foreign debt of Mexico.

We further recommend that the General Board of Church and Society, with churches in Mexico, the 
United States, and Canada, seek ways to network on fair trade, labor and human rights, agricultural, 
and environmental concerns.

ADOPTED 1992
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